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t;url_\' whemr itis considered  oft-awhat
:sm;t':l valde of cither is the portion ol
Lterrvitory which o reality  forins the
! subject ol vomrh\'cr.ﬂ_\',’ compared with

]..[ll“ Illlilui'“l:l{:l} U:. i!l'l.'.‘il..‘l'\'lllg it siate ol
peance und good will between two such
| nations. )

‘I'he undersigned takes advantage of
Ll o poricnity 1o renew to the Hoa,
| James Buchapan ihe wssoranee ol lis

bigh cousideration.  R. Pacsexaas.
- Uhe Hon. Janes Brenaxyaxn, &o., &y,
: B TIRR
Mr. Buchanan o Mr. Dackenlan.
| CPARTMENT OF STATE,
Wasilixaton, Jar. 3, 18156,

Lof the United States, has the hozor o]

!{:c!m:‘nvlmlgc the receipt of the note of

|eavoy extraprdinars and mmiswer plen
| ipotentian ¥, dated the 27ih ultiino, by
which, unders instructions [rem  his

he world without any eStrancous 0id | erament of the Uilitgd Stotes “ihe es-
a recommendation o
an cvidence of publie
w hich mukes us
© Withow
change in the plan of I!sc‘
: upon the fourth

ihe work with a sieady pur- b

pedicney of seferring the whole gues-
|ticn of an equitable division uf that (the
Oregon) ierritory to jhe arbitraiioa o.
some [riendly sovereiga or S:ate.”

terms aof the submission.would
{ . e e P
right of Great Dritain toa portion el
precidle the United States from elaim:

ine the

30th Augast last, by which the Presi

form, the title of the

deelining the proposition, this alone
dent.

the Briush government 1o theire regret
thug all attempts to setile- the Oregon | viction equaly sincere, will, tae under-

ey to refor this qéestion 1o a abicd g&hfgmﬁrr;ﬁa@gsiq‘g to-Mr. Bychan- |

o6 1hoB0th ol Adsust last, 1o whith at- | them to ge‘Fa't to arbitration, not, as has |

turh the pence,
wony now so happily subsisting be- ngithes should be found, in the opinion

wcen the two 2ations.” | of the arbitesior, there should in that |

eunsideration, ' .

The vadersigned, Seerctary of State l

M. Packenham, her Britanic Majesty’s |

The unlersigaed has subnitied  this
notg 10 the Peesident, who, alier having

tie to the whole territory, there should,
in 1that case be asvigned 10 each that
on 1o observe. in the face of his portion. of terfitory which would, in
10 the undersigned of 30th August, by | the opinion ol the arbitrating power,
which the President had asserted inthe | be called for by a just appreciation of
most solemn form the title of the United | the respectice clnims of each. 1F the
States to the whole territory. government of the United Siates should

I'e must, hewever, beg leave. with | consent to un arbitration vpon such a
condition, this might, and prebably
would be construed into an intimation,
i not a direct invitation 10 the arbiira-
tor to divide the territory lLetween the
partics,

Were it possible for the President,
waider any circumstances, 1o consent to
refer the sulyj ct toarbitration, the title,
aad the title alone, detached from ovo-
ry o:lier consideration, is the only ques-
tion which could be submitted. 1 not
confined to a sing'e point, so strong is
the nutural disposition of arbitrators 1o
please both parties, that in almost eve-

who'e territory before the arbitrator;
apd this, too, the Secretary of State goes
na'e

Under this  proposition, the very

contain

express acknowledgemsnt ol the

whole betore the arbitra nr.‘

hizytoo, 1 the fiee of the note of 1the | reference, to the observation which™ he

has just quoted, 1o remind the United
States Secretnry of Siate, that il the
government of the United States have
furmally advanced a eluim to the whole
ol 1the Oregon territory, it is not less
certnin that Great Bruain has, in a man-

wersiened 10 Mre. Packenbam of the

at bl asserted, in the most_solemn
United S:ntes to
there
for

e whaole territory.—Lven il
cere not other conclusive reasons
ner equally formal, declared that she,
too, has rights in the Oregon territory,
incompitable with the exclusive claim
advanced by the United 8 ates.

This declaratioa,arising froam a con-

ould be degned suflicient by the Presi-

The Piesident heartily concurs with

HESI BN “ndddiiiion haye hitherto | sigoed igpersuaded, be wewed withthe
: 2 P ¢ _

dividual controversies, they make a
ecompromisingaward. We have n mem-
oral'e example ol this in our last arbi
tration with Great Britrin.
Notwithstauding that the arbitrator,
under the tesms of the submission, was
n |he'ﬁ;_wunt commmumicarion is.to as- cleasly and exolicitly confined to the
Lecrrdin [Lom him- whether, supposiug | decision of whick was the line of high-

the ! ]'W‘B-r'iihf| gn'\'e.rmmnl 1o enlertam nu-! Innds described is the treaty of peace
of 1783, yet, instead of pursuing any

ramge pf highlonds whatever, he advis-
ed that the lipe should run along the bed
oglion of ©!® river,anl sctially divided the ter-
« | ritory in dispute bstween the pariies Hy
“the midlle of 1he deepest channel of
the St. John’s.

or interrupt the h:u--:j-'ct of course to the condition that if The undersigned might content him-
self, in answer v the present proposi-

tion, with a reference ta the observa-
'tions contained in biz lnst note 0 Mr.
Pakenham of the 3 imo. In that,
* wns plainly intima‘ed not only that
there are “other conclusive-reasons for
) | declinging the proposiliun,"‘ independ-
estod-a ro- | ©0tly stated, but it was expressly as-

erenee-on the above principle o some  serted, as the beliel of the President,

|
|
Mr. Pakewham lo Mr. Buchanan. | frienany sovercifgn.or stare. | “that auy attempl 1o reler this ques.
\Vasuixetox, Jan,. 6, 1846. ‘Thisthe undersigned believesto bo the | 1100 to 2 third powers would only -
The undersigned, her Beitanie Ma- | course usuglly foltowed ih such cases; velve itin new difficulties.”
jesty’s enyoy extraordinary and minis- | it is that which las already been re-+ Theundersigned will, however, pro-

. . B . | . . !
jer plenipoteniiary, has hal the honor ' sortell to by the two governments, (and | ceed 10 state a single reason which,

. . , { B L Ly T g
to reeeive the noe of«the Secre'ary ol | more than once.) Dut there may be apart from the intrinsie difficu'ties of

Sigte of the United States, dated the 31, other forms of  arbitcation, perhaps selecting a “‘f“‘“le arbitraror, as well
more fgréeable to 1he governmemt of | 8 other eonsiderations that migh: be

| adluced, is conclusive on the mind of
o * . . » H . 1 s lqe
Ihere wight be, for instance, a mix- | the Presiden: ngainst a reference to

eprirable partition of the Oregod tevri-| rd commission, with an umpire appoipt- | this question to arbitration, in any form
tory to the arbitration of some fricadly | ed by common,consent; or there might | Which can be devised, no matter what
" | be a buard, composed of 1the most dig. | may be the character of the arbitrator

tinguished eifiliansand jurists of tLOi"'Whe[her sovereign, citizen or sub-
s ject. This reaspn is, that he does not

o believe the territorial rights of this na-
tion to Le a proper subject for arbitra-
‘tion. 1t may be true,that, under pecu-
liar circumstances, if the interests at

he coptrary. he beligves thit any at> ) “Fhis [!g'_‘_ém'lsqd_. the Alject of the un-

iower, would onty. invulve. it ip. new
|

Jn doclibing this  propositiom ¢
Neesident Fefers 1o the sentiment cox. [8bjectiod to suchia eonrse, it"would. suit |
sressedt in the note of the yndersigned ,_ﬂ:zc ﬁe,ar.f_t}f ihe Unied States flevern-

usioa hns alveady been made, thdt hi | ! eendy been proposed, the qu
3 - . . ] i )
seheristres (he hope that thisdong pend- | an equiblespartition of “the terrhorv,

‘Fhe wodersigned avails himsell af] case, Le assigned 1o each that portion
‘o penew 1o Mr. Pukens | of werritory which would, in the opin-
ham assarances of his distinguished | ion of the arbitrating power, be called

l for by a just appreciativa of the respec-
‘ tive clanos of each.
Th: undersigied has sugg

Janes Docnaxax.
Richt ilon. Rickard Pakenlnm &e. &e.

sk, 12 answer to that of 1the under-

signed dated 27vh uliimo, containig a the United States.
|

propositk for referring the question ol

sovercign or State, ,

The undersizaed will tnke an_early |
opportuaily 1o transmit this communi- | e, appointed in such a manner a
"-shmrhl being all peading. gquestions 1

eation 1o har Majesty’s gevernment.
the deeision of the most calightened,

‘The wudersigned has the honot 1o
impartial and independent mind:.

| In the preseat position of affwirs and
fecling how much the interests’of both | stake were compnratively small, and

R. PegeNnan. !
To Hon. James Duchaman, &c. &e. \cmmlrics require an early as we'l m:l i both-parties s'ocd upon an equal foct-
|

' an amicable anl saisfuctory n-.lju-il;ne-!.t: wng. there might be no insuperable ob-
Alr. Palkenham to Mr. Buchanan. of exitting diffienities, the undersigned | jection to such a-course.

WasmxeTox, Jan. 16, 18446, ; carnestly invites the Seeretncy of State But what is the exient of territory
to take the subij et of shis nete into con-| in dispuig on the present cccasion? It

With nn anxvious desife to contribute | !
by Bvery means in his power to a sa- | sideration, with a view 10 such an ar- !.e,mbrnces nearly rhirteen degrees of

rangement on the prinziple of "arbitra | latitude along the northwest coast of the
Pacific, anl sire'ches castward to the

renew 1o Mr, Buchanan the assaranee
of his distinguished vonsideration.

-

—_—

| tishactory corclusion of thz gueswon | )
peading between the two  governmewts tion ns may scem to the government of -
respeaing Oregon, the undersigned, her | the United Sates 10 be giost just, wise, s-ummil of the Reeky mountnins.  With-
| Britanic Mujes'y's engoy extracidma- | and expedient. Lin its limits several powerful and pros-
Lry and  minister pienipotentiary, l::l.qi The undersigned takes ndvantags of | perous States of the Union may be em-
| petiected on the contents of the note ad- | this epportunity to renew 1o the Hon.| braced. It lies coniliguous,on this con-
' dressed to him on the 3d nstant, by the | James Buchonan the assurance ef his! unent, to the acknowledged territory
| of 1he United State, and is destined, at
' no dis'ant day, to be peopled by our ci-
L lizens.

This territory presents the avenue
through which the commerce ol our
western States can be profitably cons
ducted with Asia and the western coasts
of the continent; and its ports, the unly
harbors belonging to the United States
to which our numerous whalers and
other vesse!s in that region can resort.
And yer, va-tareils dimensions, it con-
taina not a single safe and commodious
harbor from its-sotithern extremity un-
til we approach the 49 parallel of lati-

| Seeretary of State of the United Slulcs,l high censideration.
y { Wig

in answer to that whizh the under- R. PARexEANM.
|signel liad the honor 10 address to himl To the Hon. J. Bucnasaxn, &e &ec.

| on the 27th of last month. =
The note of the undersigned pro-

posed to the government of the United |

Mr. Buckanan to Mr. Palkenham.
DerarTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, 41h Feb., 1846.

The undersigned, Szeretary of Sia‘e

of the Unired States, has the honor 10

acknowledge the receipt of the note of

| Alr. Pakeaham, her Britanic Majesty’s
envoy extrnordinary minister plenipo-
tentiary, dated on the 16th uliime, by
whicn lie again proposes a reference of

Sates, that the whole question of an |
equituble partiion of the Oregon tlerriio-
ry should be referred to the arbitration
of some Iricadly sovereign or Sate.

In his answer, the Sceretary of Siale
informed the undersigned that s pro-
position conld no: be acceptel. That it
that it il not propose to refer 1o ar-

10 - oral e s
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pestowed tpon it that respectfal con-
_aider!l-:i:m.ffu eminently dye 1o any pro-

osition cmanating: from the Driish
" wovermment, has instrycted him to give
itthe folfowing auswer.

The British government do not pro-
pesc 10 refer 10 mibitrarion the qiestion
of the title 1o the Oregon territory.
claimed by these jwo powers, respe:
1 tively. Tt is apropogition 10 refer 10 &
(riendly sovereign oz Siate, mercly the
eiltion or “egquitable division™ of tha
wriifory between ihe .put:lioa. h‘ -
s@mes the faet that the title of Great

Wilitam O. Wﬂm, Agent.
b NKE : i, ;5 r sﬂe heren

Briraio ™ 0 portion of the territory is

bitration the question of the title to the
Oregon terrizory claimed by the two
powers respeciively.  That in -propos-
ing to refer to a fricndly sovereign or
stute merely the partition or equitable
divi-ion of the territory between the
parties, it assumes the fact that the -
ile of Great Britain to a portion of the
territory is valid, and thus takes for
aranted the very question in dispure.
‘That nn ler this proposition the very
tarms of the submission would contain
an express acklowledgment of th2 right
of (i=cat Britain to a portion of the rer-

of ths arbitrator would not, as in
last, be limited in terms to the Jivis
of the territory between the parties,

conflicting titles.

There is however a condition ann
ed 1o this offer which exposes it 1o
saune o'jection, in point of fact, il
in form, which was prominently |
sented in the answer ol the undersi

~tory, and would necessarily preelude

the Oregon question to arbitration. Ug-
der his present proposition, the powers

would extend to the question of their

ed 1o Mr. Pokenbam’s lest proposal.

This coudition is, “that if neither [par-
ty] should be fovnd in the epinion of; the republic of the gnod harbore on the

L tude.
hia
ion
but
powers to the Oregon territory.

ex-
the
not

gn-

It is far frem 1ke intention of the
undersigned again 1o open the discus-
sion of the conflic:ing claims of the two
It is
sufficient for him 1o state the continued
conviction eof i1he President, that the
United States hold the best tiile in ex-
istence to the whele of this territory.
yre- | Under this conviction, he cannét con-
sant to jeopard fur his country all the
great in‘erests involved, snd by auny
posibility, however remote, 19, deprive

o g S - e ae T

s




